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                                                to the Hinchinbrook region, the meeting of two of                                                                            
                     Queensland’s unique natural features - the Great Barrier Reef and the      
          Wet Tropics World Heritage Area. 

The Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority (GBRMPA) and the Department of En-
vironment and Heritage Protection (EHP) work together to protect the Great Barrier 
Reef and manage the coastal area as a multiple use marine park. 

If you’re out on the water enjoying what the region has to offer there are a few things 
you need to be aware of such as, different zones, transit lanes and Dugong protection 
areas. These are designed so you can enjoy yourself  on the water while ensuring conser-
vation of the regions beautiful habitat and the animals that live there. 

Before you head out on the water ensure you know where you can go and what the rules 
are. Remember there are Marine Park Zones, anchoring regulations and National park 
rules. 

Copies of introductory guides to Marine Park zoning and detailed zoning maps are 
available from EHP and GBRMPA. 

For information on national park restrictions, contact EHP. 

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE OF HINCHINBROOK ISLAND 

The sea country Traditional Owner groups of the Girringun Region include the Djiru, 
Gulnay, Girramay, Bandjin, Warragamay and Nywaigi people and they are all members 
of Girringun Aboriginal Corporation.  

Their sea country includes all the flood plains and coastal areas between North Maria 
creek near Mission Beach, south to Rollingstone, as well as the offshore islands and wa-
ters surrounding Munamadany (Hinchinbrook), Yunngi (Goold), Brook and 
Coonanglebah (Dunk) islands. 

The sea country Traditional Owners of Girringun were 
the first to sign an accredited Traditional Use of Marine 
Resources Agreement (TUMRA) in the Great Barrier 
Reef. The agreement which applies to sea country between 
Mission Beach and Rollingstone, is specifically designed to 
ensure traditional use is ecologically sustainable while still 
fulfilling indigenous aspirations and needs. 
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Girringun Traditional Owners manage their sea country within the Great Barrier Reef Ma-
rine Park, without lessening their customary or traditional rights. To this day Girringun  
Traditional Owners continue their cultural practices associated with hunting and fishing 
which have been handed on through their traditional and cultural laws. The sea, it’s natural 
resources and their identity as Traditional Owners are inseparable.    

As part of the TUMRA, Traditional Owners groups in the Girringun region have decided to 
voluntarily limit their take of green turtles in specific areas under a traditional authority    
system and they no longer harvest Dugong.  

The spiritual and physical health of Traditional Owners is connected to their ability to access 
their traditional country. They are not only concerned about the protection of sites and      
species, but making sure that their own access to country and all of its resources continues. 

For more information about the cultural significance of the region contact the Girringun   
Aboriginal Corporation on (07) 4066 8300. 

ISLANDS—THINGS TO SEE 

Hinchinbrook Island 

Hinchinbrook island emerges from shallow waters and 

rises to great heights with a spectacular peak at Mt 

Bowen of over 1100 metres. It also forms the eastern 

boundary of Hinchinbrook channel, a unique feature of 

the Great Barrier Reef World Heritage Area.  

The island, Australia’s largest 

island National park, is surrounded by a diversity of marine habitats 

including mangroves, fringing reef and seagrass beds. These habitats 

provide food and shelter to a    variety of animals including dugongs, 

turtles and estuarine crocodiles. 

Family Islands 

To the north of Goold island are the Family Island, which includes Hudson island to the 

south and Dunk island to the north. Dunk islands green slopes rise from the sea to a height 

of 270m at Mount Kootaloo. These slopes support a range of vegetation types, including 

rainforests and eucalypt forests. The western side of the island is fringed by coral reefs and 

seagrass beds. 
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Brook Islands  

The Brook island’s boasts sand beaches fringed with 

rainforest amongst a landscape of nationally           

significant appeal. An extensive network of fringing 

coral reefs links the 3 northern islands, and provides 

excellent snorkelling and diving. ‘No Anchoring’   

areas protect these fragile reefs. These areas are     

identified by the Reef Protection markers, which are 

white pyramid shaped marker buoys. 

Public moorings are also available for public use at Brook Island 

and should be used whenever possible instead of anchoring to 

avoid causing anchor damage.  

To protect nesting birds you are not permitted to land on the 

islands of North, Middle and Tween. Access to south island is 

permitted between the 1st April and 30th September. For further 

information about the management plans for each of these     

islands please contact EHP. 

 

                            

Goold and Garden Islands 

The tall, densely   forested cone of Goold Island,  

located in the centre of Rockingham Bay, is an    

impressive sight from all directions. Dugongs and 

turtles can be seen surfacing as they feed on the ex-

tensive seagrass beds in the shallow water to the 

south and west of Goold Island and in areas near 

Garden Island. 

 

Palm Islands 

Most of the beautiful Palm Islands are managed under a Deed 

of Grant in Trust (DOGIT) to the Palm Island Aboriginal 

Community. The Palm islands (Except Pelorus & Orpheus) 

should only be visited with agreement from the Palm Island 

Council who can be contacted on (07) 4770 1177. 

The exceptions to this are Orpheus and Pelorus Island.             

Orpheus island National park offers sheltered bays with     

spectacular coral reefs that are ideal for snorkelling and diving.  
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Wildlife in the Hinchinbrook Region 

 

Dugongs & Turtles 

Dugongs are the worlds only fully vegetarian     
marine mammal. Herds of Dugongs can be seen 
feeding on the extensive seagrass beds around the 
Hinchinbrook group of islands. Dugongs can grow 
up to 3m long and weigh up to 400kg. 

Six of the seven species of Marine Turtles inhabit 
the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park and all 6 are 
protected. Marine turtles are regularly encountered 
throughout this region. 

You can help preserve these marine animals by; 

 Being alert and watching for Dugongs and Turtles at all times whilst boating. 

 Reducing your speed to minimise the risk of collision and habitat disturbance when 
around sea grass beds and in areas where dugongs and turtles have been sighted. 

 Not disturbing, chasing or blocking the path of dugongs or turtles. 

 

Whales and Dolphins 

All whales and dolphins are protected. 

Humpback whales are regularly sighted in the    
region from May to September. Having spent the 
summer feeding in Antarctic waters, they migrate 
north to breed. With numbers increasing, many 
more people are encountering these magnificent 
creatures when boating. 

Many species of Dolphins are also present within 
the region including the rarely seen Australian 
Snubfin dolphin, which is found inshore. 

 

Laws apply to approaching whales and dolphins, these include; 

 Do not block their path, harass, chase or herd them. 

 A vessel must not approach within 100m of a whale or 50m of a dolphin. 

 If a vessel is within 300m of a whale, the vessel must be operated at a constant slow 
speed with a negligible wake. 

 Jet Ski’s must not approach within 300m of a whale or dolphin. 

 If a whale or dolphin approaches your vessel, just stop and enjoy the experience. 
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Stonefish & Stingrays 

Stonefish and stingrays are present in this area. They can inflict extremely painful and     

sometimes fatal stings through a venomous barb when stepped on. When walking in coastal 

waters, shuffle your feet along instead of taking steps. This will alert the animals that you are 

coming allowing them to get out of your way. If stung immerse the affected area in hot water 

at a temperature that is bearable and seek medical assistance immediately.  

                              Estuarine Crocodiles 

Estuarine Crocodiles inhabit coastal waters in this region and are a    

protected species. Visit www.ehp.qld.gov.au for information on how to be 

‘Croc wise’, or see the Department of Environment & Heritage           

Protection’s brochure for more information on crocodile awareness.   

Seabirds and Shorebirds 

Many Seabirds and shorebirds in the Hinchinbrook     
region rely on islands for breeding and nesting and form 
an integral part of the ecosystem. All seabirds and        
shorebirds are protected. Certain birds travel regularly 
between islands and the mainland. Public access to bird 
breeding sites is generally restricted. 

 

 

What to do with an injured or stranded marine animal? 

If you come across any injured marine wildlife, contact the Environment & Heritage Protec-
tion (EHP) stranding hotline on 1300 ANIMAL (26 46 25). 

Pied Imperial Pigeon 

Marine Stingers 

 Marine Stingers including the Box Jellyfish and Irukandji, occur           

      throughout this region. 

 Between November and May stingers are most likely to be present,  

      but can be present at any time of the year. 

 Always wear protective clothing when entering the water. 

 Fatalities have occurred at boat ramps — Make sure you protect   

      your legs.  
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VOLUNTARY TRANSIT LANES 

Transit lanes and boating speeds give boaters the opportunity to help protect Hinchinbrook's 

marine species and habitats from the effects of boating activities. 

The map in this brochure shows the transit lanes in Missionary bay and the preferred naviga-

tional route through the Hinchinbrook channel, as well as seagrass meadows. 

Missionary Bay Transit Lanes 

Encourages boaters to use specific routes and travel at slow speeds when travelling over 

seagrass beds in shallow water.  

Hinchinbrook Channel Transit Lanes 

Encourages boating activity to occur in deeper waters away from the shallow areas where 

seagrass and other sensitive marine communities are found. 

 

BOAT SPEED AND BOAT STRIKES 

The use of transit lanes reduces the risk of boat strikes and habitat displacement, protecting 

species such as Dugongs and marine turtles. 

Large marine animals can be very difficult to see, especially in muddy or choppy water.     

Dugongs and turtles only surface for a few seconds to breathe. However they may be moving 

just beneath the surface. If you see these animals, slow down quickly and stop to allow them 

time to move away. 

To minimise the risk of boat strike and to help with the conservation of marine animals, boat-

ers are requested to comply with the following boat speeds when travelling along transit 

lanes; 

 25 knots or less is encouraged along the transit lanes. 

 Reduce speed to below 10 knots in Dugong protection zones and over seagrass beds, 
or on seeing a large marine animal close by. 

 

TIDAL WARNINGS 

All coastal boat ramps and bars are subject to tidal variations. Be sure to check the state of 

the tide when planning your trip and seek local advice. 

LITTER 

Litter; including plastics, fishing gear, and cigarette butts, can have devastating impacts on 

marine animals and their environment. Marine wildlife may be drawn to litter out of curiosity 

and can become entangled in it or swallow it. This often results in serious injury and in some 

cases death. When your out on the water make sure you restore your rubbish securely where it 

cant be blown into the water and then dispose of it responsibly once you return to land.  







ZONING IN THE GREAT BARRIER REEF MARINE PARK 

The Great Barrier Reef Marine Park is divided into zones to ensure the   
protection of the animals and plants that call it home and to enable activities 
to take place in a sustainable manner.  

Before you go boating or fishing make sure you pick up a 
free Zoning map. These are available from bait and   
tackle shops, visitor information centres, Environmental        
Protection Agency offices, the Great Barrier Reef      
Marine Park Authority (GBRMPA), or wherever you 
see this sticker.  
Alternatively you can call GBRMPA (07) 4750 0700.  

FISH SIZE, POSSESSION LIMITS & CLOSURES 

Ensure you know the rules that apply in the area where you intend to fish. Size and possession 
limits for many fish and crab species found in the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park have been 
put in place by the Queensland Department of Agriculture, Fisheries & Forest. A number of 
fish species are protected (e.g. Queensland Grouper, Barramundi Cod & Maori Wrasse), which 
means they cannot be harmed or taken. Some seasonal closures have also been put in place to 
protect species during spawning. These closures prohibit the taking of specific species during 
a particular time of the year.  

Season Closures for 2013-2014: 

Barramundi (2014): midday 1st November to midday 1st February.  
Coral Reef Fin Fish: Please see www.daff.qld.gov.au/fisheries  

For more information on fish size, possession limits and closures visit      
www.daff.qld.gov.au/fisheries  or phone 13 25 23. 

RELEASING FISH TO SURVIVE 

There is an increasing trend to catch and release fish 
due to species of fish caught and their possession and 
size limits. To maximise the fish’s chance of survival 
when releasing fish, you should make sure you: 

  Minimise the length of time fish are out of the water. 

  Use barbless hooks or hooks that reduce gut hooking. 

  Support the fish’s body at all times. 

  Use wet hands or a knotless landing net. 

 Measure rather than weigh fish that are going to be   
   released.  

 
Look for signs of barotrauma (eg. bulging eyes, stomach swollen or protruding from mouth). 
The response varies depending on the species. You may need to vent the swim bladder or use 
a release weight.  

Coral Trout 
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LET’S KEEP IT GREAT - GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS 

 Take only the fish you need and return all undersize and excess fish to the water,    
ensuring you don’t exceed the possession limits. 

 Take your rubbish and food scraps home with you and be careful not to throw fishing 
line or other litter overboard. 

 Stay alert and look out for marine animals such as whales, dolphins, dugongs and    
turtles.  

 Go slow near islands, cays and seagrass beds and be aware of boating restrictions near 
islands to protect nesting birds and other marine wildlife. 

 Use care when approaching shorelines, beaches and reef edges. 

 Take care when transferring fuel to minimise the risk of spillages. Where possible, 
refuel on shore or in port instead of at sea. 

 

LOCAL MARINE ADVISORY COMMITTEES 

 

The Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority (GBRMPA) is advised on management issues 
about the Marine Park at a local level by voluntary community-based committees called Local 
Marine Advisory Committees (LMACs). 
 
Established in 1999, LMACs enable local communities to have effective input into managing 
the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park and provide a community forum for interest groups, gov-
ernment and the community to discuss issues around marine resources. 

The purpose of LMACs is to: 

 Improve the involvement and support of local communities in the management, the 
ecologically, socially and economically sustainable use, and the conservation of the 
Great Barrier Reef World Heritage area (World Heritage area). 

 Advise the GBRMPA and other World Heritage Area Agencies on issues and policies 
relating to specific activities, conservation, environment, public information and public 
education concerning their local catchment, marine and coastal region. 

 Facilitate communication between user groups in the local community. 

 Promote the exchange of information about, and raise awareness of, issues impacting 
on the Great Barrier Reef ecosystem between communities, the GBRMPA and other 
Great Barrier Reef World Heritage area agencies. 

 
This helps the GBRMPA and other management agencies to keep in touch with marine and 
coastal issues at a local level and understand the use of the Marine Park. LMACs provide both 
an advisory and a communication role between the community and the GBRMPA. 
 

More information 

Ph: (07) 4750 0700 
Fax: (07) 4772 6093 
Email: lmac@gbrmpa.gov.au 

mailto:lmac@gbrmpa.gov.au


IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS 

 

Ingham Coastguard: 0429 778 110  (VHF Ch. 16 & 81) 

Cardwell Coastguard: 0427 668 556  (VHF: Ch. 16 & 82) 

Tully Coastguard: 0427 669 300  

Innisfail Coastguard: 0448 130 075  

Injured, sick, orphaned or stranded wildlife: 1300 ANIMAL (26 46 25) 

Fish kills, oil spills or Pollution: 1300 13 03 72  

Search and Rescue: 1800 64 17 92  

Girringun Aboriginal Corporation: (07) 4066 8300 

Rainforest & Reef Information Centre (Cardwell): (07) 4066 8601 

Environment & Heritage Protection (EHP): 13 QGOV (13 74 68)  

Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority (GBRMPA): (07) 4750 0700  

ILLEGAL FISHING 

Queensland Boating and Fisheries Patrol (Ingham): (07) 4776 1611  

GBRMPA Compliance Hotline: (07) 4726 0588 

Fish Watch: 1800 017 116 
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My Fishing Mate (Android Only) 

My Fishing Mate is the essential app for recreational fishing, anywhere 

in Australia. It has all of the size, bag, and boat limits, open and closed 

seasons, and any other applicable rules for each species of fish and 

invertebrate, both freshwater and saltwater. Every state is included 

NSW, ACT, VIC, QLD, SA, WA, TAS and NT. Every species that has any 

fishing regulations is here, (nearly) all with photos, so you can be    

confident that you are fishing within the state's laws.  


